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Writing Your Life Chapter into The Story of Life 
 
If you think Genesis is just a band from the ‘80’s . . . 
If you think it was Dr. Dolittle who took two of each animal into a big 
boat . . . 
If you think an epistle is a woman married to an apostle . . .. . . you 
may need to know more of The Story.  You may be a bit intimidated 
by the Bible. You’re not alone; many people are. And no wonder, 
its pages mention odd names like Jehoshaphat and Nebuchadnez-
zar. It contains accounts from places you probably 
never heard of, like Sinai and Samaria. And it seems to be made 
up of a lot of different, seemingly unrelated stories. But it really is 
one big, exciting story. 
You can see it easily if you open your Bible to the beginning and 
then flip all the way to the end.  The first words found in Genesis 
1:1 read: “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 
earth.”  Then, if you turn all the way to the back of the book, Reve-
lation 21:1, you find, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, 
for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away . . .”  In the 
beginning God is creating the heavens and the earth. At the end he 
is creating a new heaven and a new earth. So the big question is 
this: “What on earth happened between the beginning and the end 
of the Bible?” If you can answer that question you will have uncov-
ered the one seamless story of God.  Why not read God’s story 
with your family this year? Studies indicate if the extent of your 
child’s exposure to things of the faith is a only weekly visit to church 
or Sunday School, the likelihood is very great that when she gradu-
ates and leaves home her relationship with the Lord will turn cold. 
However, if you as a parent engage your children in the experience 
of reading and discussing the Bible, chances go up astronomically 
that they will remain strong in their faith after leaving home. You 
don’t have to be an expert or have all the answers. You just have 
to be willing to experience it with them.  Get involved in The Story 
of God. It will forever transform your life and your family’s life. Eve-
ry day God is seeking to guide you, forming sentences that flow in-
to paragraphs that over time write the chapter of your life––a life 
committed to knowing him better. Will you choose today to take 
your life chapter and make it a part of the Big Story of what God is 
doing on earth? 
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Recipe Corner 
Ham & Cheese Sandwiches 

Preheat your oven to 350 degrees F. Coat a 9x13 baking dish with cook-

ing spray. Line the bottom of the pan with the bottom halves of 20 small 

Hawaiian sweet rolls, setting the top halves aside. Top with 1 pound of 

black forest ham deli slices. Top with 20 slices of provolone cheese. (Yes, 

that is a lot of cheese, but you will thank me in about 30 minutes.) Gener-

ously spread cream cheese onto the bottoms of the sweet roll tops. Place 

the tops over the cheese slices in the pan, lining them up with the bottoms 

of the rolls. 

In a medium bowl, combine: 

 ½ cup butter, melted 

 1 T. Yellow mustard 

 1 T. Worcestershire sauce 

 2 T. Dried minced onions 

 ¼ cup grated Parmesan cheese 

Mix well and pour evenly over the tops of the sandwiches in the pan. 

Sprinkle with 2 T.. of poppy seeds. 

Cover with aluminum foil and bake in the preheated oven for 25 minutes, 

or until the cheese is melted and sandwiches are warmed through. Cut at 

the seams with a sharp knife and serve warm! These are addicting, to-die-

for snacks or appetizers and can even be a satisfying meal. 

Popcorn Salad 

2 cans water chestnuts, diced (optional)              

2 T. vinegar 

2 cups celery, diced                           

½ red onion, diced    

1 lb. cooked and crumbled bacon                           

2 cups shredded cheese 

2 cups mayo                            

½ cup sugar 

Mix above together. 

Add 1 six ounce bag pre-popped white cheddar popcorn before serving. 

Debbie Lowe served these at our last Dorcas sewing day.  Delicious.  She 

said the recipes came from daughter Renee in Wyoming.  Good job 

Renee! 
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2015 Church Committees and Officers 

Parish Council 

Billie Jo Rose, Chm, Nancy Rugg, V. Chm, Sonya Love-Smith, Sec, Duane 

Lewis,  Larry Hesseltine, David Erwin, Gene Miller, Josh Hesseltine and 

Laura Hudson 

 

Membership and Mission 

David Cerka, Chm, Janet Whiting, V. Chm, Clarissa Malmberg, Sec, Ann 

Lewis, Diane Johnston and Christina Collier 

 

Worship Committee 

Debbie Lowe, Chm, Tammy Erwin, V. Chm, Cathy Williams, Sec, Ruth  

Erwin, Pauline Richardson and Pat Miller 

 

Christian Education 

Becky Kremer, Chm, Virginia Sands, Christina Collier and Jessica Diers 

 

Buildings and Grounds 

Leonard Malmberg, Chm, Joel Greene, V. Chm, Lance Miller, Sec, Wayne 

Lowe, Sam Hemmie and Robb Kremer 

 

Nominating Committee 

1 year-Debbie Lowe, David Cerka, Virginia Sands 

2 year-Carol Steele, Luetta Greene, Cathy Williams 

 

Church Treasurer-Larry Fletcher 

Financial Secretary-Carol Steele 

Sunday School Treasurers-Duane Lewis and Wayne Lowe 

Ushers-Doug Steele, Larry Hesseltine, Doug Walker and Duane Lewis 

Librarian-Debbie Lowe 

Communion Stewards-Clarissa Malmberg, Rachel Koehler, Virginia Sands 

Membership Secretary-Donna Fletcher 

Memorial Committee-David Erwin, Pat Miller and Ann Lewis 

S/PPRC-David Erwin, Duane Lewis and Josh Hesseltine 

                (3 from Crawfordsville and 3 from Ainsworth) 

Denominational Representatives 

Lay member to Annual Conference (UM)-Dan Klinzman (ACC) 

Area Mission Council (UP)- 

This committee list is on the bulletin board and is formatted to tell you 

which class the members of committees are in. 

 3 

Prayer Corner 
Those on our prayer list for the month of December and January 
have been Tracy Lintz, Jessup Collier, Floyd Richardson, Rev. 
Nancy Oehler-Love, John McNeil, Julia Bletscher, Everette Som-
mer, Glenn Hesseltine and LeAnn Felts.  
    
Members and friends in care centers:  Leila Lintz, Julia Bletscher, 
Claire Curtis- Sunrise Terrace-Winfield, Marie Lowe-Parkview 
Wayland, Vivian Wells, Victoria Griffith and Mary Lou Edgar, 
Marilyn Johnston- Halcyon House-Washington, Betty Curtis-
Emerson Point, Iowa City. 
 
Our Christian sympathy to the family of Dr.John McNeil of Lin-
coln, NE.  John was the son of John and Helen McNeil.  He grew 
up in Crawfordsville and graduated from Crawfordsville High 
School in 1961. 
 
In the Out and About (UP) this week special prayers are for the 
homeless and for those who work in Christian education in our 
congregation and other faith communities.  
 

Men and Women in the Service  
 

 CWO2 Dane Beichter-NAVY-Norfolk Navy Base, VA 
 Petty Officer First Class Dustin Beichter-NAVY-Waipahu, HI 
 Sgt. Nicholas Conrad-MARINES—North Carolina 
 Captain Janet Payne-ARMY-Washington, D.C. area 
 Staff Sgt. Karina Beichter-ARMY NATIONAL GUARD-Virginia 

Beach, VA 
 AB-Jon D. Coakley-AFB-Mountain Home, Idaho 
 Captain Douglas Marsh-ARMY-Fort Leonard Wood , MO 
 E-3 Nicholas Temple-ARMY-Ft. Knox, Kentucky 
 
Let us keep all of our men and women who serve in the military 
and their families in our daily prayers along with the leaders of 
our country. 
Please leave a message in the office if you know of anyone who 
should be added to any of the above lists.  We don’t want to 
overlook anyone who needs our prayers. 
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LECTIONARY SCRIPTURE FOR FEBRUARY 

 
 
 
 
 

Week of February 1 
Deuteronomy 18:15-20, Psalm 111, 1 Corinthians 8:1-13, Mark 1:21-28 
 
Week of February 8 
Isaiah 40:21-31, Psalm 147:1-11, 1 Corinthians 9:16-23, Mark 1:29-39 
 
Week of February 15 
2 Kings 2:1-12, Psalm 50:1-6, 2 Corinthians 4:3-6, Mark 9:2-9 
 
Week of February 22 (First Sunday in Lent) 
Genesis 9:8-17, Psalm 25:1-10, 1 Peter 3:18-22, Mark 1:9-15 
 
 

Calendar of Events 

Sunday, February 1-Neighbor Helping Neighbor offering 
Tuesday, February 3-Praise Band 6:30 
Thursday, February 5-Men’s Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday, February 8-Confirmation Class 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, February 9-Dorcas sewing at Wilma’s 9:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, February 10-WACO Ministerial Meet 12:30 
                                   -UCW 2:00 p.m. 
                                   -Praise Band 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, February 14-Valentines Day 
Monday, February 16-Presidents’ Day 
Tuesday, February 17-Praise Band 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 18-Ash Wednesday (Time TBA) 
Thursday, February 19-22-Men’s walk to Emmaus 
Sunday, February 22-First Sunday in Lent 
                                  -Confirmation Class 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, February 23-Dorcas sewing at Wilma’s 9:30 
Tuesday, February 24-Praise Band 
Thursday, February 26-Men’s Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 

1 Cari Kerns 
2 Marshal Rose 
3 Kiley Greene 
4 Peggy Gerot 
5 Justin Fletcher 
8 Mike Massey, Amanda Felts 
9 Dorothy Sands, Heidi Tomas 
10 Randy Finke 
11 Alyson Whiting, Fletcher Green, Jacob Green, Shirley Massey, Allan Lucas 
12 Bill Hartman, Grace Hiller, Victoria Griffith, Janis Rodgers, Robert             
Richardson                                                                          
14 Orie Imhoff 
15 Mark Malmberg 
16 Joni Erwin 
20 Carol Wilson 
23 David Erwin 
24 Brad Fletcher 
27 Derek Imhoff, *John and Pat Hamil, *Dustin and Jenifer Roberts 
 

If we have missed putting you and any family member’s birthday or 

anniversary on the calendar that you would like to share, please let 

the church office know. 

Right Now Media 
 
Several people have mentioned that they do get on the Right Now 
Media to watch videos and do Bible Study, so we thought we 
should share with you again how to sign up for this free service.  
Leave your email address with Donna Fletcher and she will send 
it to the Right Now Media Service. Then, they will contact you via 
email to start your free subscription.  (Be sure to check your junk 
mail folder for that email.)  If you have any problems or have lost 
your password, you may call 972-560-4000.  All members and 
friends of the United Church of Crawfordsville can use this media 
service. 
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United Church Women 
 
     UCW will meet Tuesday, February10 at 2:00 p.m. in the  Fel-
lowship Hall.  Pat Miller is hostess and will have meditations.   
The work committee for February is Pat Miller and Deb Lowe. 
 
                                         Dorcas 
 
Dorcas has been quiet the past two months due to the holidays 
and sickness but hopes to be back strong in February.  The end 
of the year report was quite impressive. 
 
74 quilts made and delivered-practically all bunk bed size.  47 to 
Fellowship Cup, 22 to WACO School, 8 to VFW Hospital in Iowa 
City and 7 to people in nursing homes or to people with special 
needs. 
52 T-shirt dresses for Haiti mission 
22 Child’s pillows to HACAP for preschool naps 
20 “dolls” for Blank Hospital in Des Moines to aid in diagnosing 
children’s illnesses 
187 school bags for Methodist Ingather (and some shared with 
Ainsworth Church). 
29 Holiday Boxes were prepared and delivered to shut-ins and 
special people. (Including the Pastor, Secretary and Custodian 
and Organist). 
 
We are looking forward to another productive year.  We would 
welcome anyone who wants to join us.  We meet at Wilma 
McAllister’s the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month.  We take 
turns preparing and serving a light lunch and dessert.  If you 
don’t like to sew, we always need people to put the quilts togeth-
er, press, tie, sort material and do other tasks.  
 
If you have any questions, please visit with Wilma and she will 
be happy to answer any questions. 
 
 
Thank you Wilma for this report and for welcoming us into your 
home for this work and fellowship.  
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 Easter Cantata 

     Easter Cantata practice will begin  Sunday, February 1 at 3:00 p.m. 

at the Winfield Presbyterian Church.  All area singers are invited and 

urged to become a part of this annual tradition which has been going 

on for over 75 years.  The cantata will be presented Palm Sunday, 

March 29.  Several from our community and church have been in-

volved with the cantatas at Winfield and encourage you to join them.  

Debbie Lowe would be happy to answer any questions you may have.  

Heaven is for Real 

     This movie is available for checking out.  It is on the table in 

the front hall.   Based on the #1 New York Times best-selling 

book, Heaven is for Real recounts the true story of a small town 

father who must find the courage and conviction to share his 

son’s extraordinary, life-changing experience with the world.   

      If you haven’t had a chance to see this movie, please feel free 

to take it home and enjoy the experience Colton shares about 

the details of his amazing journey. 

  Thank you to John Hays for being the mission speaker during 
worship on January 18.  John spoke to the congregation about 
his trip to Africa and Hays Pure Water. 100% of all donations to-
Hays Pure Water goes towards the distribution of his water 
units.  No donations are used to pay any overhead costs and 
there are no paid employees.  hayspurewater.com 
 
Many thanks to all those who visited me and sent cards while I 
was in the hospital and nursing home.  All was appreciated. 
 
                                                        Julia Bletscher 
 
Note:  Julia is back at Sunrise Terrace in Winfield for rehabilita-
tion and we know she would appreciate hearing from you. 
 
Thank you to the family of Lee Eisele for the monetary gift to the 
United Church of Crawfordsville Memorial Fund. 
 
Thank you to all members and friends of the United Church of 
Crawfordsville for your donations during 2014. 
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 WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  
 

The Ainsworth Community Church Women will host this year’s 
World Day of Prayer on Friday, March 6 at 1:30 PM in the Fellow-
ship Hall. ALL women AND men are welcome to attend. The 2015 
theme is “Jesus said, ‘Do you understand what I have done for 
you?’” A few interesting facts about WDP:  

· The motto of the organization is: “informed prayer leads to 
prayerful action. 
·  It is a worldwide movement of Christian women of many tra-
ditions who come together to observe a common day of prayer 
each year, and who, in many countries, have a continuing rela-
tionship in prayer and service. 
·  It is a movement initiated and carried out by women in more 
than 170 countries and regions. 
·  It is a movement symbolized by an annual day of celebration 
– the first Friday of March – to which all people are welcome. 

It is a movement which brings together women of various races, 
cultures and traditions in closer fellowship, understanding and ac-
tion throughout the year.  

January  
Date:                       Offering:                          attendance: 
January 4               $   650.19                               52 
January 11             $1,230.00                               47 
January 18             $1,021.00                               62 
January 25             $2,047.25                               63 
 

Special Offerings:  Gideons $126.00 and Neighbor Helping 

Neighbor first offering $46.00. Fishbowl will be out again on 

Sunday, February 1. 

Greeters for February 
 
Sunday, February 1-Ernie and Janet Whiting 
Sunday, February 8-Donnie and Ruchel Hiller, Darren and Grace 
Sunday, February 15-Leonard and Clarissa Malmberg 
Sunday, February 22-David and Tammy Erwin 
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Crawfordsville Lion’s Club Pancake Supper 
 

Crawfordsville Elementary School 
Saturday, February 14, 2015 

Serving time:  4:00—7:00 p.m. 
Advance Tickets $7.00 
Price at the Door $8.00 

Ages 12 and Under-$5.00 
Preschool-free 

 

Here are the things going on at the Ainsworth Community 
Church that you may be interested in. 
 
Ainsworth Community Church Mission Committee Garage Sale 
 
To earn money so they can keep helping local families, the ACC 
Mission Committee will host a garage Sale. 
When: 
Thursday, February 5 from 1:00-5:00 p.m. 
Friday, February 6 from 9:a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Saturday, February 7 from 9:00 a.m. until Noon 
Where:  North Church 
 
Ainsworth Sacha Club Blood Drive 
 
The Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center in conjunction with 
the Ainsworth Sacha Club will hold a blood drive on Monday, 
February 16th from 2:00-7:00 p.m.  Call Kathi Bean at 319-657-
2387 for 319-461-1339if you are interested in donating.  You 
must be 17 years of age to donate, weigh 110 pounds and in 
good health the day of the donation. 
 
“Son” Seekers Resumes 
 
“Son” Seekers will resume meeting on Tuesday, February 17 at 
7:00 p.m.  Jim and Penny McCreedy will host. 
 
   


